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USDA |
— Ploant Facts! Watch Outfor Weeds

Look at the illustration on this page to find out more about the different parts of a plant.

Flowers not only
look pretty, but they
are important in making
seeds. Petals are also
important parts of the flower
because they help attract
pollinators such as bees,
butterflies and bats.

All plants need
these seven
things to grow: plenty
of space, the right
temperature, light,
‘ water, air, nutrients,
and time.

Leaves are the food

;\‘\‘;i_ making factories of
(05 ’»}\3\\‘/“ green plants. Leaves come
x'g in many different shapes

and sizes. Leaves are made
to catch light and have
openings to allow water
and air to come and go.

Stems carry water
and nutrients to the
leaves and food to the
roots. Stems also provide
support for the plant allowing
the leaves to reach the

(
sunlight that they need Unscramble the words on the\
to produce food. e — left and match them with the
“plant” words on the right.
tawre leaves
wgor seeds
O;gs i soinoxu roots
vlasee flowers
help provide emsts water
support to the
plant by anchoring b grow
the plant to the ground. Ifswore light
They at?sorb water and esdse stems
nutrients needed
' ihtgl noxious
so the plant will ¥ g > )

grow.
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Canada Thistle - Priority 2B
Scientific name: Cirsium arvense

Canada thistle can grow 4 feet high and can grow
roots as deep as 22 feet. Its leaves have spurs,
and its branches are thorny. The flowers are pink
to purple and are either male
or female. Each male flower
makes pollen, and each female
flower produces a seed that
is carried away by the wind.
One female plant is capable
of producing more than 3,000
seeds every year.

Canada thistle is found in open
areas but does not like to grow in
wet soils or in shade. It can be found in
empty fields, gravel pits and pastures, on
roadsides, by railroads, in lawns, gardens and
agricultural fields, and near stream banks and
irrigation ditches.

Interesting Fact
Canada thistle did not come from Canada. It was
introduced in the 1600s from Europe.

Who Are the Invaders?

Watch Out for Weeds

Spotted Knapweed - Priority 2B
Scientific name: Centaurea stoebe

Spotted knapweed can grow from 2
inches up to 4 feet tall. Its leaves
are covered with fine hairs.

Stems and leaves are a blue-
green color, but the hair on the
leaves give the plant a silver-gray
color. One pink to purple flower
will grow on each stem. Spotted
knapweed flowers are surrounded
by oval bracts, which are the leaf-
like parts at the base of the flower. The bracts
have black tips, which look like spots. One plant
can make up to 140,000 seeds.

Spotted knapweed can be found in moist or
dry conditions, and in shade or sunny areas. It
prefers well drained or gravel/sandy soils.

Interesting Fact

Spotted knapweed flowers are actually made
up of many little flowers. If you count all the little
flowers, you will know exactly how many seeds
that whole flower will make.

Search and find the noxious weeds on the farm. Look on pages two, four, five and eight to see
examples of these weeds: Yellow Star Thistle, Purple Loosestrife, Orange Hawkweed, Field
Bindweed, Cheatgrass, Canada Thistle, Spotted Knapweed, Leafy Spurge, and Houndstongue.
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So how can we prevent these nasty invaders?

S$.7.6.P. the Invaders

Just remember: See, Trace, Observe, Prevent. S.T.O.P.

See: When you are
outside, keep a lookout
for noxious weeds. You
can usually identify
them by their flower, but
you should also look at
their leaves, stems and

Trace: Once you've

seen one noxious weed,

there will probably be

more around. Try to

trace the plant you

found to the biggest

Observe: Look around
at the area, and try to
make sure you know
some landmarks. If you
remember where the
noxious weeds are, you
will be able to find them

Watch Out for Weeds

Prevent: To prevent
the spread of noxious
weeds, you need to
report them to the right
person. The county
weed coordinator,

group of noxious
weeds you can find.
Noxious weeds invade
an area by spreading
either underground or

extension agent, or
conservation district
is always willing to
offer help in stopping
the spread of noxious

when someone comes
to control them.

roots. Just don't touch
them - some spread
their seeds by latching
on to people’s clothes or

animal’s fur, some have by seeds. Plants that weeds.
thorns, and some might  spread underground
even make you sick. are called rhizomatous
plants.
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