MONTANA FARM BUREAU FOUNDATION

ANNUAL
REPOR

B MO
. cuNDATION

Investing in the Future of Montana Agriculture
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Supporting Montana agriculture through education, research, and community
support, with a special emphasis for the development of our youth.




A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

The MFBF vision statement tells the world why we exist: To lead Montana agriculture toward a future
with a prosperous ag economy and thriving rural communities. The MFB Foundation helps contribute

to that noble purpose through its mission - to support Montana agriculture through education,
research and community support with an emphasis on the development of our youth.

In this annual report you will read about numerous projects supported by the Foundation that
achieve our mission with the very generous participation of our members. Our investment in rural
Montana and youth in agriculture includes $17,000 invested in youth organizations including 4-H
and FFA, $33,000 to support leadership development programs such as MFBF ACE, and $18,360 in
scholarships, educational materials and support for Collegiate Young Farmers & Ranchers Clubs. The Farm Bureau family remains true to
the original purpose established by members over 100 years ago - supporting Montana agriculture and rural communities. A huge thank
you goes to all our donors who support our efforts. One thing that makes our Foundation so attractive to donors is that we accomplish all
the programs highlighted in this report while maintaining a 10% administrative cost ratio. The result of our low overhead means that more
out of every dollar spent by the Montana Farm Bureau Foundation goes towards programs that champion our mission!

I'm proud of our accomplishments to date and thankful for our generous donors. | hope you enjoy reading about our efforts and
become more familiar with the Montana Farm Bureau Foundation. If you are ready to make a difference for Montana agriculture, our
Foundation can provide options that benefit you, your family and your community.

CYNTHIA JOHNSON

MFB Foundation President
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We are farmers, ranchers, ag professionals, and your neighbors. Rural Montana is our home and our
family. It's a community of hard-working Montanans who care deeply about their responsibility to provide

healthy food and quality products. Farming and ranching isn’t just a business for us—it’s a way of life.

Grow with us as we work to keep Montana... Montana.
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) like what the Farm Burcau docs to
advocate for agriculture. Becoming
involved in the county Farm Burcau and
dovating to the Foundation is my way to
give back 1o agriculture, which is How |
designed my business model.” Proceeds from the MFBFo

- Summit Browning, S Bar B Coffee
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Scholarships
& Ag Accurate Education Materials

| Montana Farm Bureau Foundation
provided $18,360 in scholarships and
educational materials that have a direct impact on agricultural
education students and classrooms across Montana. This includes five
Ag Ed student teacher scholarships, two college scholarships, $4,500
in funding for three collegiate YF&R Clubs, over $S1,000 in award
money to youth speech contest winners, and support for elementary

| classrooms where volunteers & teachers utilize free books, activities,

ag mags, and coloring contests to teach students about agriculture.

‘Receiving support from the MFB Foundation helped me be more involved with ag organizations and pursuc a

Supporting Youth in Agriculture

Over S17,000 was invested in youth
ag organizations last year including
4-H & FFA scholarships and program
funding. MFBFo believes in
supporting our future industry
leaders and maintains a steady
presence at events like the State FFA
Convention and the State 4-H
Working Ranch Horse Show.

degree in Animal Science, Livestock Management. They've helped me network with other young farmers and

ranchers across the US. and make connections | will always cherish.” -Taryn Martinell, Scholarship Winner

Leadership Development

Ty Young

It is crucial for farmers & ranchers
in rural Montana to develop
their leadership and

advocacy skills because

they are the stewards of

our land and the backbone of
our local economy. As
challenges evolve, having
strong leadership ensures that
the voices of farmer and
ranchers are heard.

With the help of our partners, the Foundation was able to
increase the amount awarded in tuition scholarships toward
Montana’s elite agriculture leadership programs.

MFBF ACE (Advocate, Communicate, Educate) program and the
REAL Montana (Resource Education and Agriculture
Leadership) program are recognized for their work in building
educated and passionate leaders for rural communities.

MFBFo has invested over S88,000 in scholarships for ag
industry leaders over the last eleven years! $5,000 is
also given to bring in leadership development speakers
at MFBF events which host over 600 agriculture
leaders annually.




Mini-Grants - Investing in our rural communities

MFB Foundation awarded six $1,000 mini-grants!

* Meat Cutting demonstration with Butcher Solutions in Ryegate.

* Farm and ranch succession planning workshop “The Top Ten Mistakes that Breakup the
Family Business” with Jolene Brown in Big Timber.

¢ Support for a district-wide Fall Festival in Circle with keynote speaker, JR Vezain.

* A community seminar with a panel of experts on trends in the agriculture industry in
Glasgow.

e 2200 youth ag magazines for over 1,100 4th grade students in Gallatin County.

* Support for the Junior Ag Mechanics Project Show in Billings.

“The Montana Farm Burcau Foundation has gencrously supported the Gallatin
Farm Fair with their Mini-Grants by providing agricultural educational materials
that teachers can incorporate into teir lesson plans. Over 1,200 Students and
teachers spend a day on a working ranch and Wave Wands-on lessons about a9.
We are $0 grateful 1o have the support of the MFB Foundation.”

- Patti Soares, Gallatin Farm Fair, Mini-Grant Recipient
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OUR PARTNERS 2023-2024 DONORS

Browning Kimball Foundation Ken & Cyndi Johnson

Seed Source, Inc., Tom ttelm & Alicda Stone Tim & Carol Gill

Jess & Nicole Bandel Lew Zimmer

Ed & Kayla Bandel Bill wright

Jack & Susan Lake Dennis & Kris DescHeecmacker

Scott & Casey Kulbeck Jake & Janet Cammins tayhook Ranch, Sky Anderson & Monica Switzer

W & Tracey Johnson Dakota Access Greg Gabel

Cralg & Beth Blevins Rod & Doreen McClure Jtw & Martlyn Dusenberry

IM & Awmanda Peck Gallatin County Farm Burcau Andy & Theresa Zook

John & Gina Stevens FBL Financial Group Jeremiah & Dana Jansen

John & Debe Youngberg Bob Quinn s=tt Farms, Gary & Joyce Helbertshausen
Debra Blyth BMSF Raflway

Pede and Associates, Patti Davis
Jerome & Bev Kolar
Fergus County Farm Bureau

SILVER Level $100-93999

Gwynn Stmenluk Riverside Marine & Cycle Cowtown A9 Supply LLC Western A9 Network

Edward Jones, Kris Kumlicn Scott & Louise Stoner Custer(Fallon County Farm Bureau  Jim Geesey

Lew & Christy Clark Diana Batley Equtne Align, Darcia Patten Bill & Patricia 099

Dan Bleak Dorothy Hlad-Larson First Interstate Bank Montana Farm Burcau Federation
Ben & Karlt Johnson Lewis & Clark County Farw Bureau Front Range County Farw Bureau Meghan & Brycen Lehman

Russ & Lorie Miner Judy Barrett Jeremliah Peterson ttans & Suc Ann Streufert
AgWest Farm Credit Chris & Vicki Kolstad Matt Korell Montana A9 Safety Program
Broadwater County Farm Burcau Tyler & RIKK( Swant Miles Crty Motor Supply, Inc.

custer(Fallon Co. Farm Burcau  § Bar B Cowboy Coffee Wayne Stahl

Donations listed were received within the previous fiscal year 10/1/2023-9/30/2024 Mem Or!‘dl DDHM{'OM_S
Lew Zimmer - Edie Wright Memorial

Lew Zimmer - Tom Cunningham Memorial
Dorothy Hlad-Larson - Edie Wright Memorial
Broadwater Co. FB - Leon Henke Memorial
Rosebud/Treasure Co. FB- Anderson Memorial
MFBF - Tom Cunningham Memorial
Chris & Vickie Kolstad - Howard Kolstad Memorial
MFBF - Howard Kolstad Memorial

Montana Farm Burcau Foundation envisions a future where agriculture is thriving in Montana, where
vounger people are attracted to our farms and ranches, urban and rural residents understand and
support agriculture, and where our farm and ranch communities are Nealthy and vibrant.






